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ABSTRACT 

This publication provides projections of statistics 
for elementary and secondary schools and institutions of higher 
education. Projections for the 10-year period from 1969 to 197? are 
made for enrollr/ents, graduates, teachers, and expenditures. Based 
mainly on 1958-59 to 1968-69 data, these projections assume that the 
past 10 years' trends in enrollment rates, retention rates, class 
sizes, and per pupil expenditures will continue through 1978-79. 
Numerous tables, charts, and graphs illustrate study findings. 
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If present trends continue, we can expect increases in- 

□ Enrollment in all regular public and private elementary and secondary day schools: 

• From 50.8 million in fall 1968 to 52.3 million in fall 1978. 

□ Degree-credit enrollment in institutions of higher education: 

• From 6.9 million in fall 1968 to 10.3 million in fall 1978. 

° High school graduates from all public and private secondary day schools: 

• From 2.8 million in 1968-69 to 3.8 million in 1978-79. 

□ 8achelor's and first-professional degrees granted by institutions of higher education: 

• From 755,000 in 1968-69 to 1.1 million in 1978-79. 

□ Full-time and part-time classroom teachers in all regular public and private elementary and 

secondary day schools: , 

• From 2.2 million in fall 1968 to 2.3 million in fall 1978. 

, \ 

□ Full-time-equivalent instructional staff for resident degree-credit courses in institutions of 
higher education: 

• From 373,000 in 1968-69 to 512,000 in 1978-79. 

° Total expenditures of all regular public and private elementary and secondary day schools: 

• From $39.8 billion in 1968-69 to $52.0 billion in 1978-79 (in 1968-69 dollars). 

° Total expenditures of institutions of higher education: 

• From $21.3 billion in 1968-69 to $35.4 billion in 1978-79 (in 1968-69 dollars). 
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Foreword 



This publication provides projections of statistics for elementary and secondary schools and 
institutions of higher education. The statistics include enrollments, graduates, teachers, and 
expenditures. These projections supersede the ones shown \x\ Projections of Educational Statis- 
tics to 1977-78, 1968 edition. They are based mainly on 1958-59 to 1968-69 Office of Educa- 
tion data, and they cover the period 1969-70 to 1978-79 for the United States. Many of these 
data are available by State for 1968-69 in the Office of Education publication, Digest of 
Educational Statistics, 1969 edition. 

The projections shown here assume that the past 10 years' trends in enrollment rates, 
retention rates, class sizes, and per pupil expenditures will continue through 1978-79. Further 
information about projected changes and the assumptions on which these are based are shown 
in the main body of this report. Details of the methodology used iin making these projections 
are given in the appendixes. 



Dorothy M. Gilford, 

Assistant Commissioner 
for Educational Statistics, 
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CHAPTER I 



Introduction and Summary 



This is the sixth in a series of annual projections of data on education revised each year in order 
to take account of current information and emerging trends. 

This 1969 edition incorporates, for the first time since 1965, separate data for degree-credit 
and nondegree-credit enrollments. It also makes use of fall 1967 data on enrollments for 
advanced degrees from the first complete report giving this enrollment by sex. And it includes 
data for 2 later years of earned degrees than were available when the 1968 projections were 
made. 

Although much of the new data did not change the projections significantly, those for 
degrees, especially at the master's and doctor's (except first-professional) levels, showed in- 
creases far beyond any foreseen from the 1957-58 to 1965-66 trends. The increase shown for 
master's degrees resulted partly from a change in Office of Education definitions in 1965-66. 
This change transferred a large number of degrees from the bachelor's and first-professional 
classification to master's, causing a large proportionate increase in master's degrees while af- 
fecting the larger numbers in the bachelor's and first-professional series only slightly. 

New projections added this year include first-time degree-credit em rilment by attendance 
status, nondegree-credit enrollment by sex, and nondegree-credit enrollment in 4-year and 
2-year institutions of higher education. These data, even though frequently requested, have not 
been included in the past because of difficulties in estimation. New data collected in fall 1968 
made estimation possible for this 1969 edition. 

The statistical universe from which the enrollments and other educational data shown in this 
report were drawn consists of (1) the public grade schools which report to their respective State 
departments of education, (2) the nonpublic grade schools included in the Nonpublic School 
Directory of the U.S. Office of Education, 1 and (3) the institutions of higher education meet- 
ing the requirements for inclusion in the Higher Education Directory of the U.S. Office of 
Education. 2 The coverage is the 50 States and the District of Columbia and excludes extension 
centers of U.S. educational institutions abroad. 

The published sources of the data, usually taken from U.S. Office of Education surveys, are 
noted in each table. The tables are grouped by subject matter-together with detailed explana- 
tions of inclusions, exclusions, and descriptions of the data and projection methods— in separate 
chapters on enrollments, graduates, teachers, expenditures, and tuition and other charges. 

Footnotes to the tables state the assumptions on which the projections are based, with 
references to tables and other data in the appendixes giving detailed technical explanations of 
estimation and projection methods. The appendixes also include selected details of classifi- 
cation changes, a glossary of terms, and a number of auxiliary tables. 

The projections are based, essentially, on trends in enrollment rates of the population over 
the past 10 years and on the projected population groups from which enrollment will be drawn 
in the next 10 years. The increases or decreases of the enrollment and other rates are shown in 
appendix A, tables A-1 through A-4; and the projections of population of the typical age at 
each level of enrollment are shown in appendix B, tables B-1 and B-2. (The population data 
used are those projected by the U.S. Bureau of the Census and reported in its population series 
P-25. 3 ) 



U.S. Department of Health, Education, end Welfare, Office of Education, Nonpubtic School Directory , 
19Q5-66: Elementary and Secondary Schools, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1968. 

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education, Education Directory, 
1968-1969, Part 3: Higher Education, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1968. 

3 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Population 
Estimates: Summary of Demographic Projections, Series P-25, No. 388, March 14, 1968. 



The enrollment rates have been growing steadily over the past 10 years, but some population 
groups have been growing less rapidly or beginning to drop in size. The interaction of these two 
projection components determines, directly or indirectly, the numbers expected in the different 
areas of education. The numbers expected are shown graphically for the principal areas of 
education in figures 1 through 9 and, in more detail, with percentage increases from 1958 to 
1968 and from 1968 to 1978, in table 1. 

A summary of major trends past and projected, shown in this report, follows. 



Major trends in education 



(1) Population is increasing less rapidly or declining. 



Percent change 

1958 to 1968 1968 to 1978 



Elementary school age 20 -5 

Secondary school age 39 11 

Higher education undergraduate age 59 18 



(2) The high school graduation rate is increasing. 

Graduates as percent of 18-year-olds 



1958-59 . 64 

1968-69 77 

1978-79 88 



(3) The proportion of high school diplomas awarded to boys is increasing and is ex^pected to 
exceed 50 percent before 1979. 

Boys as percent of ail graduates 



1958-59 48.2 

1968-69 49.8 

1978-79 50.6 



(4) Proportionately more people are earning college degrees. 

Bachelor's degrees as percent of 
graduation age population 



1958-59 17.5 

1968-69 22.0 

1978-79 25.4 



(5) A larger proportion of degrees earned are advanced degrees. 

Master's as percent of total Doctor's (except first-professional) as percent of total 

1958-59 15.6 2.0 

1968-69 19.4 2.7 

1978-79........ 24.9 3.8 

(6) The proportion of bachelor's and first-professional degrees awarded to women is 
increasing. 

Women as percent of bachelor's and first-professional- 
degree recipients 



1958-59 33.5 

1968-69 42.5 

1 1978-79 46.8 

1 




2 



(7) Degree-credit enrollment in 2-year institutions is growing faster than in 4-year institutions. 



Degree-credit studen ts in 2-year institu tions as percen t 
of aff degree-credit students 

1958 11.9 

1968 18.6 

1978 21.1 

(8) The ratio of public elementary and secondary students to classroom teachers is declining. 

Ratio of students to classroom teachers 
Total Elementary Secondary 

1958 26.1 28.7 21.7 

1968 23.1 25.4 20.3 

1978 22.4 24.5 20.2 

(9) The cost of educating elementary and secondary students is increasing. 

Current expenditure per pupil in average daily 
attendance (1968-69 dollars) 

1958-59 $440 

1968-69 '696 

1978-79 885 



(10} The cost of educating college students is increasing. 

Current expenditures per full-time-equivalent student 
for student education ( 1968-69 dollars) 





Total 


Publicly controlled 


Privately controlled 




institutions 


institutions 


1958-59 


$1,355 


$1,350 


$1,361 


1968-69 


1,772 


1,638 


2,100 


1978-79 


2,089 


1,865 


2,833 



ei BBngnBm 






\ 






Figure 1. Enrollment in grades K-12 of regular day ichooli: United States, fell 1958 to 1978 

(Millions of students) 
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Figure 2, Total degree-credit enrollment in all institutions of higher education: 
United States, fall 1958 to 1978 



(Millions of students) 




1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 
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Figure 3 . High ichool graduate* United State* 1958*59 to 197873 



(Thousands of graduates) 




Figure 4. Earned degrees, by level: United States, 1958-59 to 1978-79 

(Thousands of degrees) 





Figure 5. Cfassroom teachers in regutar elementary and secondary day schools: United States, 
fall 1958 tc 1978 (includes effect of Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) 



(Thousands ol teachers) 




1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 



Figure 6. Total instructional staff for resident degree-credit courses in institutions of higher education: 
United States, first term, 1958-59 to 1978-79 

(Thousands of instructors) 




1958-59 1963-64 t968-69 1973-74 1978-79 
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Figure 7. Total expenditures (1968-69 dollars), by regular etem antary and secondary 
day schools: United States, 1958-59 to 197H-79 

(Billions of 1968-69 dollars) 




1958-59 1963-64 1968-69 1973-74 1978-79 



Figure 8. Total expenditures (1968-69 dollars), by institutions of higher education: 
United States, 1958 59 to 1978-79 



(Billions of 1968-69 dollars) 
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Figure 9. School-age population: United States, October 1958 to 1978 



(Millions of persons) 




1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 
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Table 1. -Summary of trends in education: 
United States, 1958, 1968, and 1978 



[Numbers of persons In thousands] 



Number, Number, Percent Number, Percent 



•tern fall fall change, fall change, 

1958 1968 1958 to 1968 1978 1968 to 1978 

In population age groups (C series, appendix B) 

5-13 30,932 37,224 20 35,479 -5 

14-1 7 10,867 15,135 39 16,789 11 

18 2,398 3,580 49 4,280 20 

18-21 8,979 14,321 59 16,861 18 

Composite age group 1 2,139 3,080 44 4,161 35 



Enrollment in elementary and 
secondary schools (chapter II) 

Grades K-12 39,581 50,761 28 52,300 3 

K-8 30,504 36,640 20 35,500 -3 

9-12 9,077 14,121 56 16,800 19 

Public 34,081 44,961 32 46,900 4 

Nonpublic 5,500 5,800 5 5,400 -7 



Enrollment in in$titutii><£ of higher education 
(chapter II) 



Degree-credit 




6.928 


114 


10,318 


49 


Men 




4,119 


96 


5,818 


41 


Women 




2,809 


147 


4,500 


60 


Full time 




4,938 


123 


7,209 


46 


Full-time-equivalent 




5,595 


119 


8,235 


47 


First time 




1,630 


110 


2,539 


56 


Undergraduate 2 




6,160 


111 


8,979 


46 


Graduate 




768 


146 


1,339 


74 


4-year institutions 




5,639 


98 


8,141 


44 


2-year institutions 




1,289 


234 


2,176 


69 


Public control 




4,892 


158 


7,892 


61 


Nonpublic control 




2,036 


52 


2,426 


19 


Nondegree credit 




585 


218 


1,007 


72 


Men 




359 


168 


591 


65 


Women 




226 


352 


415 


84 


Full time 




273 


274 


467 


71 


Full-time equivalent 




360 


240 


618 


72 


4-year institutions 




82 


86 


108 


32 


2-year institutions 




503 


262 


899 


79 


Public control 




539 


285 


956 


77 


Nonpublic control 




46 


5 


51 


11 



High school graduates (chapter III) 



Total graduates 




2,f(39 


73 


3,773 


33 


Men 




1,408 


78 


1,908 


36 


Women , 




1,431 


69 


1 ,865 


31 



See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table l-(Continued) 



(Numbers of persons in thousands) 



Number, Number, Percent Number, Percent 
Item fall fall change, fall change, 

1958 1968 1958 to 1968 1978 1968 to 1978 



High school graduates (chapter lll)-Con. 



Public control . 1 .447 2,529 75 3,453 37 

Non public control . . 192 310 61 320 3 



Earned degrees (chapter III) 



Total degrees 


462.0 


969.7 


110 


1,4814 


53 


Men 


308.8 


578.4 


87 


852.5 


47 


Women . . 


152.2 


391.3 


157 


628.9 


61 


Bachelor's and first-professional 


380 


755 


99 


1,056 


40 


Men 


253 


434 


72 


562 


29 


Women . 


127 


321 


153 


494 


54 


Master's 


72.5 


188.6 


160 


3684 


95 


Men 




121.6 


151 


240.3 


98 


Women 


24.2 


67.0 


177 


128.1 


91 


Doctor's (except first-professional) . . . . 


9.4 


26.1 


178 


57.0 


118 


Men 


8.4 


22.8 


171 


50.2 


120 


Women 


1.0 


3.3 


230 


6.8 


106 






Instructional staff in elementary and 








secondary schools (chapter IV) 3 




Classroom teachers 


1,475 


2,178- 


48 


2,334 


7 


Elementary 


931 


1,231 


32 


1,218 


1 


Secondary 


544 


947 


74 


1,116 


18 


Public control 


1,306 


1,943 


49 


2,096 


8 


Nonpublic control 


169 


235 


39 


238 


1 


Other instructional staff 


102 


216 


112 


300 


39 






Professional staff in institutions of 








higher education (chapter IV) 




For instruction 


327 


636 


94 


884 


39 


4-year institutions 


296 


538 


82 


723 


34 


2-year institutions 


32.2 


97.9 


204 


160.9 


64 


Public control 


184 


431 


134 


649 


51 


Nonpublic control 


144.2 


204.9 


42 


234.9 


15 


For administration and services 


41 


84 


105 


113 


34 


For organized research . . . 


35 


73 


109 


101 


38 



See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 1 -(Continued) 



Amount, Amount, Percent Amount, Percent 

fflll toll change, fell change. 

1958 1968 1958 to 1968 1978 1968 to 1978 



Expenditures by elementary and secondary 
schools. In billions of constant 1968-69 
dollars (c hapter V) 

Total expenditures $20.7 $39.8 92 $52.0 31 

Public control 18.1 35.0 96 46.7 32 

Nonpublic control 2.6 4.3 65 5.3 23 



Expenditures by institutions of higher 
education in billions of constant 1968-69 
dollars (chapter V) 

Total expenditures $7.8 $21.3 173 $35.4 66 

Public control 4.4 13.6 209 22.8 68 

Nonpublic control 3.4 7.7 126 12.6 64 



Average charge by institutions of higher 
education to full-time undergraduate students 
in constant 1968-69 dollars (chapter VI) 

Public control $977 $',,143 17 $1,323 16 

Nonpublic control 1,767 2,433 38 3,122 28 



For content of this age group, see "Estimation 
Methods," in appendix A end footnote 2 of table 
2 B-2, appendix B. 1 

Undergraduate enrollment includes first-time 
enrollment. ; 



Other instructional staff includes principals, super- 
visors, librarians, and guidance and psychological 
personnel. 

NOTE: Data are for 50 States and the District of 
Columbia for all years. Because of rounding, 
detail may not add to totals. 
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CHAPTER II 



Enrollment 



Velma $. Southard and Martin M. Frankel 



All levels (table 2) 



Total fall enrollment (elementary, secondary, and higher education) increased from 43 million 
in 1958 to 58 million in 1968 and is expected to be 64 million in 1978. These totals include 
daytime enrollment in all regular public and nonpublic (parochial and nonsectarian) elementary 
and secondary schools; the degree-credit enrollment in publicly and privately controlled insti- 
tutions of higher education in programs leading to a bachelor's or higher degree; and nondegree- 
credit enrollment in programs that extend not more than 3 years beyond high school and are 
designed to prepare for a technical, semiprofessional, or craftsman-clerical position. 

Excluded from the enrollments in institutions of higher education are adult education 
courses of regular length, short courses of any kind, and correspondence, television, or radio 
courses, some of which are degree-credit courses. Excluded from the enrollments in elementary 
and secondary schools are: (1) those in public and nonpublic subcollegiate, vocational, tech- 
nical, and trade schools, unless these are a part of the regular school system; (2) enrollment in 
evening classes in regular public schools; and (3) enrollment in elementary and secondary grades 
in public and nonpublic residential schools for exceptional children, Federal schools for In- 
dians, schools on Federal installations, and subcollegiate departments of public and nonpublic 
institutions of higher education. These enrollments also exclude children aged 3 to 6 years 
enrolled in independent public and nonpublic nursery schools and kindergartens (exclusively 
preprimary schools). However, estimates of the latter enrollment are shown in table 2 as a 
separate item. 

The projection of fall enrollments shown in table 2 is based on the following asuimptions: 
(1) The percentage of school-age persons enrolling in school and the retention rates of those 
already in school will continue the 1958-68 trends, and (2) the school-age populations on which 
the projections are based will remain through 1978 substantially as new estimated and pro- 
jected by the Bureau of the Census. These population bases are shown in appendix B, tables 8-1 
and B-2. 



Fall enrollment in regular elementary and secondary day schools (table 3) increased from 40 
million in 1958 to 51 million in 1968, and is expected to be 52 million in 1978. The 1968 
enrollment excludes an estimated total of 0.3 million enrolled in public and nonpublic schools 
such as residential schools for exceptional children, subcollegiate departments of public and 
nonpublic institutions of higher education, Federal schools for Indians, and schools on Federal 
installations. It also excludes an estimated 1.3 million between the ages of 3 and 6 enrolled in 
independent nursery schools and kindergartens and an estimated 1.5 million in "special" (busi- 
ness and trade) schools. 1 

Increases in the next decade will be at the high schcol level because children born in the 
high-birth years before 1960 will be progressing through high school in those years, and because 



1 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P*20, No. 190, 
"School Enrollment: October 1968 and 1967," U.S. Government Printing Office, Washlngto n n r 



Elementary and secondary day schools (tables 3, 4) 
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enrollment rates of persons of high school age are continuing to increase. Total enrollment in 
grades 9 through 12 rose from 9 million in 1958 to 14 million in 1968 and is expected to be 17 
million in 1978. 

Enrollment in kindergarten and grades through B is expected to increase in 1969 and then 
decrease as the smaller birth cohorts of the 1960's affect the numbers attending. Even if 
fertility rates (the number of children born per 1,000 wom<*n between the ages of 15 and 45 
years) should continue to decline, it is likely that the number oi oirths, which have now leveled 
off, will rise moderately in the 1970's. This is because the number of young mothers in the 
population is expected to be increasing in this period, thus offsetting the drop in fertility rates. 
The proportion of children of elementary school age who are enrolled in school is already so 
high (about 99 percent, if 5*year-olds are excluded) that any increase in enrollment rates for 
this age group will be minimal. Enrollment in kindergarten through grade 8 increased from 31 
million in 1958 to 37 million in 1968 and is expected to be between 35 and 36 million in 1978. 

Enrollment in schools organized as secondary (see footnote 1, table 4, for definition of 
elementary and secondary schools) increased from 12 million in 1958 to 19 million in 1968 and 
is expected to be 22 million in 1978. The enrollment in secondary schools is larger than the 
enrollment in grades 9 through 12 as shown in tables 2 and 3, because it includes all of the 
grade 9 through 12 enrollment as well as the enrollment in grades 7 and B in junior high 
schools. It may be even higher than it appears to be in table 4 because some State departments 
of education report only by grade even though some of their schools are organized on an 
elementary and secondary basis. 

The reported enrollment in elementary schools is smaller than that in kindergarten through 
grade 8 (tables 2 and 3) because it excludes enrollment in grades 7 and 8 in junior high schools. 
The reported enrollment in elementary schools increased from 28 million in 1958 to 32 million 
in 1968 but is expected to be only 30 million in 1978. 

Public school enrollment (tables 3, 4) 

Projections of enrollment in regular public day schools are shown in table 3 by grade group 
and in table 4 by organizational level. 

The public school enrollment by grade was projected for each grade separately and then 
summed to obtain the projections by grade group. The projections by grade were derived (1) by 
applying projected age-specific enrollment rates to 5-, 6-, and 7-year-olds (Bureau of the Census 
population series C) and (2) by applying projected grade-retention rates to children in grades 2 
through 1 1 . 

It should be noted that children entering kindergarten through fall 1972, first grade through 
fall 1973, and second grade through fall 1974 are already bom; and thus the number is not 
dependent on assumed fertility rates. By 1978, the last year shown in the tables, projections of 
kindergarten through grade 6 depend on assumed fertility rates. For an explanation of the 
fertility rates used by the Bureau of the Census for projecting series C population, see appendix 
B, table B-1 footnotes. 

The enrollment in regular public day schools by organizational level was derived by assuming 
that the percentages of the 7th- and 8th-grade enrollment organized as secondary school enroll- 
ment will continue to increase as it has in the past 10 years. 

For a more detailed description of the assumptions and methods used in projecting public 
school enrollment, see footnotes to table 3 and 4 and in appendix A, table A-1. 



Nonpublic school enrollment (tables 3, 4) 

About 10 percent of regular day grade school enrollment is now in nonpublic schools, mostly 
(about 90 percent) in the parochial schools. Because of the current fiscal difficulties of these 
schools, the projection of ncnpublic school enrollment by conventional trend method? is not 



14 






feasible. The projections by grade group included in table 3 are, therefore, estimates based on 
the scanty information available to the Office of Education at this time. (Enrollments lost to 
the nonpublic schools will be shifted to the public schools, so the projected total public and 
nonpublic enrollment should not be affected.) 

The enrollments in nonpublic schools by organizational level shown in table 4 are the same 
as those by grade group shown in table 3 because almost all the nonpublic school 7th and 8th 
graders in the past have been in the elementary schools. 

Institutions of higher education (table 5) 

Fall enrollment in both 4-year and 2-year institutions of higher education includes resident and 
extension, day and evening, full-time and part-time students who are (1) taking work creditable 
toward a bachelor's or higher degree or (2) in occupational or general studies programs not 
chiefly creditable toward a bachelor's degree but preparing for a technical, semiprofessional, or 
eraftsman-clericcfi position. The total enrollment (table 5) increased from an estimated 3.4 
million in 1958 to 7.5 million in 1968 and is expected to be over 11.3 million in 1978, of 
which 8.9 percent are expected to be in occupational or general studies. 

Degree-credit enrollment (tables 6-8, 13) 

Opening fall enrollment in courses creditable toward a bachelor's or higher degree increased 
from 3.2 million in 1958 to 6.9 million in 1968 and is expected to climb to 10.3 million by 
1978. These figures include graduate, undergraduate, and first-professional enrollment in 
degree-credit courses in both 4-year and 2-year institutions. 

Of the 10.3 million students expected to be taking work toward a bachelor's or higher 
degree in 1978, 1.3 million, or 13 percent, are expected to be taking graduate work beyond the 
bachelor's or first- professional level. Of the 9.0 million taking work creditable toward under- 
graduate or first-professional degrees, about one-fourth will be entering college for the first 
time. (Sec p. 16 and table 13.) 

Projected totals of opening fall degree-credit enrollment by sex and attendance status and by 
control of institution attended are shown in table 6; for 4-year institutions, in table 7; and for 
2-year institutions, in table 8. The projections were made separately for men and women by 
type and control of institution attended and summed to get the totals shown in the tables. The 
projections are based on the assumption that the percentage of college-age people enrolled in 
college in each of the above enrollment categories will continue to increase from 1968 to 1978 
as it did from 1958 to 1968. Attendance status was projected by holding constant, through 
1978, the 1968 percentage of full-time enrollment in each enrollment category. The wide 
differences in these percentages by enrollment category can be seen in appendix A, table A-1. 
This table also shows the estimating equations for each enrollment category. 



Nondegree-credit enrollment (tables 9-1 1) 

Opening fall enrollment in non degree-credit courses (occupational or general studies programs) 
in all institutions of higher education rose from an estimated 184,000 in 1958 to 585,000 in 
1968 and is expected to be 1.0 million in 1978. Over 90 percent of this enrollment was in 
publicly controlled institutions in 1968. Less than half of it was full-time, and about 85 percent 
was in 2-year institutions. These enrollments are shown for 4-year and 2-year institutions 
separately for the first time in this report series. 

The projection of nondegree-credit enrollment is based on the assumption that, within the 
categories of sex of student and control and type of institution, nondegree-credit enrollment 
expressed as a percentage of the population 18-21 years of age will follow the 1958 through 
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1968 trends. Full-time attendance status was projected by holding constant to 1978 the per- 
centage of nondegree-credit enrollment that was reported to be full time in 1968. 



Full-time-equivalent enrollment (table 12) 

Estimated full-time-equivalent opening fall enrollment in degree-credit and nondegree-credit 
courses increased from 2.7 million in 1958 to 6.0 million in 1968 and is expected to be 8.9 
million in 1978. Of this enrollment, 71 percent was in publicly controlled institutions in 1968, 
and 77 percent is expected to be in publicly controlled institutions in 1978. Ninety-three 
percent of the 1978 full-time-equivalent enrollment is expected to be in degree-credit courses. 

The estimate of full -time-equivalent degree-credit enrollment is based on 33 percent of 
part-time degree-credit enrollment plus full-time degree-credit enrollment Full-time-equivalent 
nondegree-credit enrollment is based on 28 percent of part-time nondegree-credit enrollment 
plus full-time nondegree-credit enrollment. These percentages for converting part-time enroll- 
ment to full-time enrollment were taken from the 1964 sample survey of full-time-equivalent 
enrollment and credit hours. 

Degree-credit enrollment by level (table 13) 

Degree-credit enrollment data are available for three levels either directly from reports or by 
supplemental estimates. Those levels are first-time enrollment (first time enrolled in any insti- 
tution of higher education), undergraduate and first-professional enrollment combined, and 
graduate enrollment. (First-time enrollment, shown separately in tables 14, 15, and 16, is also 
included with undergraduate and first-professional enrollment, tables 18 and 19, and with 
enrollment in 2-year institutions, table 8.) Table 13 summarizes the relationships by type of 
institution of the different levels of degree-credit enrollment. 



First-time degree-credit enrollment (tables 14, 15, 16) 

First-time opening fall enrollment in degree-credit courses increased from 0.8 million in 1958 to 
1.6 million in 1968, and is expected to be 2.5 million in 1978. Almost 75 percent of this 
enrollment was in publicly controlled institutions in 1968, compared to about 60 percent in 

1958. First-time enrollment by attendance status is included for the first time in this report. 
Four-fifths of first-time enrollment in 1968 was full time. 

Projected first-time degree-credit enrollment in all institutions of higher education is shown 
in table 14. It is based on the assumption that first-time enrollment by sex and by control and 
type of institution, as a percentage of the population averaging 18 years of age, will continue 
the 1958-6t trends. The projections are shown separately for 4*year and 2-year institutions in 
tables 15 and 16. 

Resident graduate enrollment (table 17) 

Estimated resident graduate enrollment increased from 312,000 in 1958 to 758,000 in 1968 
and is expected to be 1.3 million in 1978. These estimates and projection! are confined to 
resident graduate students because we have no separate data on extension graduate students. 
(Extension graduate students are included with resident and extension undergraduate and first- 
professional students in tables 18 and 19.) The estimates of resident graduate enrollment were 
derived from several sources. The principal sources were the comprehensive surveys of 1957, 

1959, and 1961; the migration survey of 1963; and the opening fall enrollment surveys of 1967 
and 1968. The full-time and part-time attendance status estimates for 1967 and 1968 were 
based on the 1967 survey of enrollment for advanced degrees and on advance data from the 
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same survey for 1968. For a detailed statement of the methods used in estimating graduate 
enrollment, see appendix A under "Estimation Methods." 

The projection of graduate enrollment was bssed on the assumption that the trends shown 
from 1958 to 1968 for estimated resident graduate enrollment as a percentage of all degree- 
credit enrollment in 4-year institutions will continue to 1978. It is assumed that full-time 
graduate enrollment as a percentage of all graduate enrollment will remain approximately 
constant to 1978 at the 1968 level. 

Undergraduate and first-professional enrollment (tables 8, 18,19) 

Undergraduate and first-professional enrollment in 4-year institutions ms estimated by sub- 
tracting estimated resident graduate enrollment from the total of opening fall degree-credit 
resident and extension enrollment in these institutions. (For 2-year institutions, table 8, enroll- 
ment is the number reported, not estimated.) 

Estimated undergraduate and first- professional enrollment (table 19) in 4-year institutions 
rose from 2.5 million in 1958 to 4.9 million in 1968 and, on the basis of the 1958-68 trend, is 
expected to be 6.8 million in 1978. Undergraduate enrollment in 2-year institutions (table 8) 
tripled from 1958 to 1968 (0.4 million to 1.3 million), and is expected to reach 2.2 million by 
1978. 
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